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“The end is where we start from” 
St. John’s Church, NF 

Dec. 1, 2013 
Advent 1, Year A 

 
The end of Ordinary Time is here, the end of the church year; today is the 

first Sunday of Advent, the beginning of yet another year in the Church 

calendar. We begin Advent and the season of alert waiting for the newness 

that God will give. Endings and beginnings: you can’t have a new beginning 

without an ending, distinct Advent themes, which have several dimensions 

this year at St. John’s, as you bid farewell to your longtime rector and begin 

the search for a new one—endings and beginnings.  

The theme that emerges from the texts appointed for today is 

"Remembering the End." Immediately lines from T.S. Eliot’s poem “Four 

Quartets” came to my mind as I was contemplating all this: “In my beginning 

is my end.” 

What we call the beginning is often the end 
And to make an end is to make a beginning.  
The end is where we start from. 
  T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets, “Little Gidding” 
 
“The end is where we start from.” The readings today ask us to remember 

the end, not a violent, apocalyptic, out of this world event, but a vision of the 

world as it would be if God was in charge, the world according to God’s dream 

for the earth. Isaiah presents God's ultimate creative will as a world at peace: 
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they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and  
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
  

Peace and disarmament are key ingredients of God’s desire for the nations; 

implements of war are converted to tools of agriculture, so that people will 

have enough to eat. 

There is much emphasis on waiting expectantly in today’s Bible readings. 

But our waiting is not to be passive, we are not to sit back and wait: “he 

may teach us his ways . . . that we may walk in his paths.” We are to be 

active, on the move, fully engaged with God in bringing about God’s purpose 

for this world. “The end is where we start from.” Knowing God’s compassion 

for us and for all creation, trusting that justice and righteousness are the key 

characteristics of God’s way, we can, as St. Paul advises, put aside selfish 

desires and “live honorably”: 

“the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light.” Both St. Paul and Matthew urge us 

to “Keep awake”: waking and staying alert are the watchwords for these early 

days of Advent. What are we awaiting? What is the end? God’s kingdom 

breaks into our world constantly, unexpectedly, sometimes when we least 

expect it: as Walter Brueggeman phrases it, “God's Reign Cracks into Our 

World.” To wake up is to become aware that the time has come for action. To 



  3 

be on watch is to sustain our response to the wake-up call over time and not 

lose heart. It is to wait with expectation. 

 The call to such expectant waiting -- waiting that remembers the end -- 

is the hallmark of Advent every year, and indeed is to characterize our lives 

as disciples of Jesus all the time. But we live in a culture that has forgotten 

how to wait, much less wait expectantly. As Paul Simon sings,  

 From early in November to the last week of December 
 I got money matters weighing me down 
 Well the music may be merry but it’s only temporary 

 I know Santa Claus is coming to town  

 Getting ready oh we’re getting ready 
 For the power and the glory and the story 

 Of Christmas day 

We want what we want now. We expect it to arrive on time. We're anxious if 

we don't get what we want promptly and get bored or annoyed if the coming 

is delayed. Some of you are probably wondering, how long, O Lord, will this 

interim period last? When will our new rector arrive? This interim period is 

also a time for waiting with expectation. 

What does expectant waiting look like? It’s instructive that one of the 

chief images of the Nativity is an expectant mother. Ask a woman pregnant 

with child about waiting patiently, hopefully, for the beginning of new life. 

Jesus in the gospel gives us good guidance: “Therefore you also must be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” It's not about 
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looking up but looking around. The Son of Man comes in the midst of ordinary 

life -- in the midst of eating and drinking and working. 

Are we looking for the end of the world or for God's ends to be revealed 

in the world? 

We shall not cease from exploration  
And the end of all our exploring   
Will be to arrive where we started   
And know the place for the first time. (Eliot) 
 

The Christian life, the Christian gospel, is about renewal, endings and 

beginnings. To begin a new way of life, one must bring to an end an old way 

of living. When I took the first course on interim ministry, our facilitator 

repeated often that one can’t have a beginning without an ending, and 

congregations who are between rectors can’t have a creative new beginning 

without a decisive, effective ending. Here, St. John’s has enjoyed a positive 

ending with its former rector, a joyful celebration and farewell in this place. A 

good start to the interim process. As we begin this new church year, as we 

wait for Christmas Day and our celebration of the birth of Christ, as we 

prepare for the arrival of a new rector, may our vision of the end be renewed, 

by the constant renewing of our minds, every day of the year, so that our 

lives will be instruments of hope, peace, love and joy in our world. Remember 

the end. Keep the ends in mind. “God without us, will not. We without God, 

cannot.” 


