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Hearing the Voice of God St. John’s Church, NF 
Jan. 19, 2014 Year A, but Luke 4:14-21 

 
 You will remember last week we celebrated the baptism of our Lord and 

we noted in Matthew’s telling that Jesus experienced the Spirit by hearing the 

voice of God. The Gospels emphasize the workings of the Spirit in the life of 

Jesus. After descending on Jesus at his baptism, the Spirit leads him into the 

wilderness. As Jesus begins his public ministry, Luke adds another reference to 

the Spirit in a sentence taken from Matthew: “Then Jesus, filled with the power 

of the Spirit, returned to Galilee.” The centrality of the Spirit is crystallized in 

this inaugural scene of Jesus’ public activity which we read this morning: the 

scene begins with Jesus reading a passage from the book of Isaiah, and the first 

words out of the mouth of Jesus in the gospel of Luke evoke the Spirit: “The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because God has anointed me to bring good news 

to the poor . . .” Luke portrays Jesus as a Spirit-filled Jewish mystic in the 

tradition of the Jewish prophets.  

 How do we experience the Spirit of the Lord? How do we hear the divine 

voice? We could have a long discussion on that topic: scripture, worship, prayer, 

music, reading, kindness & love from friend or foe, family or stranger, creation 

(the original blessing)—you would no doubt add to the list of ways. We are 

reminded so often in scripture to Listen. “Be still & know that I am God,” as the 

psalmist says. (46) The phenomenon of the Divine Voice occurs often in the 

Jewish tradition. The Hebrew phrase that names the Divine Voice translated into 
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English means "the daughter of a sound." Ponder that: the Voice of God, not 

Cecil B. deMille’s voice of God thundering from a mountain top, but the Divine 

Voice as the daughter of a sound. We hear this same voice in I Kings chapter 

18, the story of Elijah in a cave when the presence of God passes by him. We 

are told in the English translations of that story that Elijah hears “a still, small 

voice.” The Hebrew for the voice that Elijah hears translates literally into English 

as "the sound of thinnest silence." So, the daughter of a sound, the sound of 

thinnest silence, a still, small voice, all different ways of attempting to express 

what lies perhaps beyond the boundaries of speech, but they are all very quiet 

sounds. 

 It is difficult to hear such a quiet divine voice in our busy, noisy lives. 

Wordsworth in his “Ode on Intimations of Immortality” writes, “Our birth is but a 

sleep and a forgetting/The Soul that rises with us, our life’s star/Hath had 

elsewhere its setting,/And cometh from afar/Not in entire forgetfulness,/And 

not in utter nakedness,/But trailing clouds of glory do we come from God who is 

our home.” Wordsworth evokes his romantic notion of our divine connection, 

and when we are very, very young, perhaps we still remember that. As we grow 

older it is tougher to hear the still small voice of God, because of all the 

competing noise, difficult to find the time and place for quiet. 

 God’s voice speaks through scripture and to hear that we have to be 

aware of the context of what we read. Let me briefly highlight a few contextual 
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bits here. Led by the Spirit, Jesus’ experience of the divine was real and deep. 

When he quotes from Isaiah, he aligns himself with the OT prophets. 

Immediately after this passage in Luke he will refer to two more such prophets, 

prophets who were sent on missions to the Gentiles. The imagery from Isaiah 

announces Luke’s theme for Jesus’ mission: to the poor and oppressed. Jesus’ 

listeners were intensely oppressed by Rome and would have heard clearly the 

OT language of exile and bondage. Furthermore, Luke uses this passage to 

define the mission of Jesus’ followers. In the Book of Acts—the second half of 

Luke’s gospel--at Pentecost, this same Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples, his 

church, and our mission today should follow the way of Jesus announced in this 

inaugural scene.  

 Paul in his letter to the Corinthians is addressing a wounded, fractured 

church and he will list thirteen things amiss in the church at Corinth, but he will 

also describe the ideal church in this letter as a healthy body whose parts are 

working and functioning together for the good of all. Paul makes many 

references to the Spirit in his writing: 

“For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.” If focused on our 

mission, hearing God’s voice crying to us in the poor and oppressed, we will act 

as God’s missionaries to this wounded world. But a wounded church cannot 

minister to a wounded world: “If one member suffers, all suffer together.” Paul’s 

well-known hymn to love, 1Cor13, must be understood in the context of his 
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concern for a wounded church. “if I do not have love, I am nothing.” The early 

church attracted people to it because, in an age with absolutely no social safety 

net, people saw how the followers of Christ cared for one another and for their 

neighbour. If we do not have love, we are nothing. 

 Congregations work effectively together when they put the needs of 

others ahead of themselves: St. John’s is heavily involved in various forms of 

ministry to the wider community. It raises funds for local outreach and PWRDF; 

it supports Out of the Cold and the St. George’s Breakfast Program; it donates 

space to several worthwhile social agencies—these are some of the splendid 

efforts here that come to mind. There very well could be more that I am 

unaware of as yet. St John’s seems to have a good involvement in community 

service and outreach. As well, St. John’s takes care of its own parishioners: 

communion is delivered faithfully and regularly to several nursing homes and to 

elderly shut-ins; pastoral attention, from clergy and laypeople, is offered in 

times of trouble and times of celebration. The church acts as the body of Christ 

when it hears the voice of God leading us, sometimes into the wilderness, 

somewhere we haven’t been before, perhaps beyond our comfort zone, but 

always focused on love for our neighbour as for ourselves. Whither will the Spirit 

next lead St. John’s? I wonder. We shall see. We shall soon see. 


