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Sermon on the Amount 
St. John’s Church, NF 

Feb. 16, 2014 
 
On our wedding day, Eleanor and I were told by an old Anglican priest that there 
are two problems that endanger a marriage, sex and money, so today I’m going to 
talk you about . . . money, how it affects your relationship with God, your church 
and your soul. In the gospel readings the past few Sundays we’ve been following 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount; today I present my “Sermon on the Amount.” 
 
1. Generosity is a characteristic of discipleship (quoted passages in this section 
from Brian Bauknight, online article): 
 
“The Bible contains more than two thousand verses on the subject of money and 
possessions! We have approximately thirty-eight of Jesus' parables recorded in the 
New Testament. Of these, there are sixteen about money and possessions.” 
 
Much of the teaching of Jesus and many of his parables are addressed to the rich 
and powerful in Jesus’ time, often to the Pharisees, the religious leaders who, in 
collaboration with Roman authorities, were gouging and robbing the poor to line 
their own pockets. His good news to the poor necessitated pointing out to the 
wealthy their obligations to share justly. "Jesus wants us to recognize that our 
money is an extension of who we are and what we value in life" (Brian Bauknight, 
Right on the Money, page 32). 
 
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Luke) 
 
As with today’s reading, so too just about every Sunday the Bible points us to 
celebrate creation, to give generously, with gratitude for all god’s gifts. “I call 
heaven and earth to witness . . . that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live” 
(Deut)  “We are God's servants, working together; you are God's field, God's 
building.” (1Cor) 
 
“Generous givers are typically more spiritually vigorous and happier than those 
who are not generous.” “It is more blessed to give than to receive” is a concept 
which children cannot even imagine to be true, but we learn its truth as we 
mature. 
 
“Many people have the spiritual gift of giving as part of their call from God. The 
Bible lists approximately twenty-five spiritual gifts given to believers. Among the 
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gifts are pastoral care, teaching, administration, leadership, and hospitality. Giving 
is but one of our God-given spiritual gifts. It is important that you recognize that 
the gift of giving is present in this house of worship on any and every day of the 
week. 
 
Giving is one of the gifts of the Spirit @ Paul in his letter to the Romans. Gifted 
givers are those who joyfully share what they have with others, whether it is 
financial, material, or the giving of personal time and attention. The giver is 
concerned for the needs of others and seeks opportunities to share goods, money 
and time with them as needs arise. (Romans 12) 
 
The mission of the church is to build, form, and sustain disciples. Giving is part of 
that discipleship. Giving is part of our spiritual formation. When God breaks in upon 
a people, a new generosity emerges—one that is outgoing, joyous, spontaneous, 
and free.” 
 
"When we open our hearts to the astounding message of what God has done, the 
miracle of sharing engulfs us!" (Bauknight, page 4) 
 
2. Generosity is characteristic of St. John’s Anglican Church, Stamford: 
 
The people of St. John’s have an admirable history of generosity: in the last 
decade, you raised money for a new roof and money to make the washrooms 
accessible to all, to buy two new furnaces and replace all the windows in the 
offices and meetings rooms. Several people stated on the parish questionnaires 
that one of the key strengths of this parish is the pleasant, well-maintained 
building. In addition to the generosity on display in the building, this church 
generously serves the neighbouring community--giving to the food banks, serving 
meals at Out of the Cold and the breakfast program, knitting shawls, providing 
space and donations to several social service agencies, in and outside the building.  
 
As often the case, people here at St. John’s give willingly and generously to such 
tangible projects, but they can forget that the expenses of running the parish 
each day are ongoing; givings are down while costs are up. It’s not unusual during 
an interim period for donations to dip, for people to sit back or stay away, to wait 
and see who the next rector will be. Church involvement and attendance and 
giving shouldn’t depend on the priest in charge; ministry is done every day in this 
place and in this town by all the people of God in this parish. The ministry of the 
people carries on no matter who is priest in charge.  
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Despite everyone’s generosity, St. John’s is in the red, with a debt of 
approximately $80,000. Realize your debt: 60,000 to diocese, 20,000 to LoC and 
interest is added monthly to those figures. (Also, +15,000 owing to Rectory Fund 
& 5,000 to Residential School settlement.) Debt is rising further as the DM&M 
assessment for 2014 is added each month, along with more interest charges. The 
only interest that interests us is interest coming in. So in that regard, there is a bit 
of good news: the endowment has reached the goal of $100,000, so St. John’s 
can begin to draw some money each year from that, but it’s not a huge sum, 
probably 5%. It’ll help, but it won’t solve the financial problem. Further good news 
is that we actually have lots of money, but unfortunately it’s still in your pockets. 
 
Are people in the pews aware that the congregation here is solely responsible for 
paying the bills, including the debt? No money comes from anywhere else, not 
from the Niagara Diocese or the National Anglican Church of Canada. Each parish 
pays its own way. There are deeds of loving service done in this church and by this 
parish every day of the week in this community. If you believe the ministry of this 
church is valuable, and if you have personally received blessings from this church 
family, then you will continue to support it. Even a minimum of $5 more each week 
from each identifiable giver would go a long way to meet our needs: 170 x 
$250/yr = $38,250/yr. $10 more each week would wipe out the debt, $76,500, 
and prevent the situation from happening again. 
 
I am not asking for myself; I am satisfactorily compensated for my time and 
talents, and I am among you for a short time only.  However, the ongoing financial 
uncertainty undercuts the ministry of this parish; continual fundraising runs the 
risk of draining energy and resources. As you seek a new rector, ask yourself, what 
priest would want to apply to a church with a debt of $80,000 and difficulties 
paying the ongoing bills? Your former rector has worked hard on this matter and 
has advised you to use the interim period, while my salary is much lower than a full 
time salary, to pay down the debt. Yet, a vicious circle of fear may be turning in 
people’s minds: why throw good money after bad? If people fear that St. John’s 
might have to close, they may be tempted to withhold donations. This refusal to 
give creates a shortfall in income which consequently increases the debt and fear; 
the cycle becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. “Fear not,” is the most often repeated 
phrase in the Bible. “Choose life, that you and your descendants may live.” 
 
3. Personal history of generosity: 
 
As a child in a working class household of the 1950s, I watched as my parents’ 
weekly salary just met the bills, and the church got a little of the little that was 
left over. When I got my own paper route in 1958 and earned the princely sum of 
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$8-10/wk, my parents asked if my weekly allowance of $.50 could be included in 
the household donation to the church. We all enjoyed church and I was happy to 
contribute to the family’s weekly offering. I felt quite grown up, earning my own 
money and giving to the church. 
  
A family friend, a child of The Depression and war, who worked hard all his life, 
recently told me his church was asking for an increase in donations, so he 
wondered what I thought was appropriate.  
“How much are you currently giving?” I asked.  
“$15/wk,” he said. 
That old friend could easily afford thrice that amount.  
“Well, you could raise it a little,” I suggested. “How about $25/wk?” 
“Arg,” he snarled, “that’s too much.” 
“Well, then,” I said, “raise it to $20 and maybe in the new year, consider going up 
to $25.” 
 
Generous with children and grandchildren, people are sometimes a little blinkered 
to the needs of their church family and approach church donation with a 
depression-era fear of want.  
 
When Eleanor and I joined an Anglican church in the early 90s, we weren’t sure 
what donation was appropriate, but the rector explained the rationale for his. His 
yearly salary & housing allowance added up to $50,000, so his weekly offering was 
$50. We found that open reference very instructive, for it gave us a ballpark 
amount for people at our income level at that time and we raised our donation 
accordingly.  
 
"We give in order to unleash energies for good in the world" (Bauknight, page 39). 
"We give in order to grow our relationship with God" (Bauknight, page 41). 

The people of the Way are to serve the wider community. In the decades following 
the crucifixion, people were attracted to the early church when they saw how the 
followers of Jesus were caring for the hungry, the sick, the widowed, the blind, the 
deaf, the orphans. If St. John’s church could become known in NF for even more 
giving of time, talent and treasure, we might inspire people to work with us and to 
worship with us. It is our stated mission: “St. John's Volunteers serve the Niagara 
Falls community; through many different ways we share God's love with others.” It 
is essential, indeed, it is our Lord’s command, that we continue to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. The opposite of Fear, is Love. 


