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Earth Sunday 
St. John’s Church, NF 

April 27, 2014 
(Gen. 1, Romans 1, John 1) 

 
We often read the beautiful poems of Creation found in Genesis, but we rarely 

comment on them, to stress that they are poetry, not science. But as 

beautiful as the creation story in Genesis is, are you aware that scientists are 

telling an equally inspiring story of creation. There is a great need to tell the 

current Universe story more often, for it too produces awe and wonder. . . .  

As physicist Brian Swimme notes: ‘everything that exists in the universe came 

from a common origin. . . . Our ancestry stretches back through the life forms 

and into the stars, back to the beginnings of the primeval fireball. This 

universe is a single multiform energetic unfolding of matter, mind, intelligence, 

and life. . . . We are the first generation to live with an empirical view of the 

origin of the universe. We are the first humans to look into the night sky and 

see the birth of stars, the birth of galaxies, the birth of the cosmos as a 

whole. Our future as a species will be forged within this new story of the 

world.’” 

  Eleanor & I first heard the Universe story about twenty years ago, and 

we have told it to students and congregations many times, using a ball of yarn 

and coloured strings to represent a time-line. Now I have often searched for 
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and lamented the absence of a clear telling of the universe story in book form, 

especially for children, when it occurred to me that I was looking in the wrong 

medium. Books? Who reads anymore? So I went to Google and searched for 

the universe story and found several wonderful documentaries and films. The 

Universe story told in picture and sound; 13 billion years of creation summed 

up in 4-6 minutes. They are truly remarkable films. The children have probably 

already seen them, but I would like to show one, if the technology works this 

morning (thanks to John’s efforts). 

Watch film, “Journey to the Edge of the Universe” (6 minutes): 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zr7wNQw12l8&feature=related 

 “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows his 

handiwork,” said the Psalmist 2500 years ago (19). Our ancient ancestors 

looked to the heavens and were struck with awe and wonder, fear and 

trembling. But they imagined a comforting universe, a 3-tiered cosmos, with 

the earth at the centre and the firmament fixed like a canopy over the 

earth—the “dome” mentioned in the Genesis story of creation--with the sun, 

moon, planets and stars all fixed in the sky ceiling, rotating around the earth. 

Above the firmament lived god and his angels; god was in his heaven and all 

was right with the world. A comforting cosmos. Comfortable words. 
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     But we moderns have broken through the firmament. We have peered 

to the far reaches of the universe, to seconds before that first moment of 

creation, yet somehow awe and wonder have diminished, while fear and 

trembling have increased. We need to break through the closed firmament of 

our imaginations and follow the starry path to our origins and embrace our 

ancestry, our connection to the universe. I love ecologian Thomas Berry’s 

phrase, “we are articulated stardust.” It is our calling to articulate the stars; 

we humans are the universe reflecting on itself, the universe thinking, feeling, 

singing, dancing. It’s an awesome vocation, and people of our time are the 

first to realize this. We are the first to see the earth from a spaceship and 

that means we’ve seen it as “a fragile earth, our island home,” a small but 

beautiful jewel in “the vast expanse of interstellar space.” These phrases that 

you’ll recognize from Eucharistic Prayer 4 in the BAS are the only modern 

cosmology in our prescribed liturgy. How limited language is to speak of these 

things! The ancients thought the world was flat and if one sailed far enough, 

one would fall off the edge of the world; the documentary we just watched is 

titled a voyage to the “edge” of the universe, yet we know there is no such 

edge. We still refer to God being “up” in heaven and Jesus coming “down” to 
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earth, even when we know that there is no longer “up and down,” just “out 

and in.” When will liturgy and theology catch up with cosmology? 

 Are you familiar with the Missa Gaia, or Earth Mass, written by Paul 

Winter? Written in 1980, it was based on the thoughts and feelings of an 

astronaut as he looked at the earth from his spaceship and longed to return:  

For the earth, forever turning, 
For the skies, for ev’ry sea, 
To our Lord we sing, returning 
Home to our blue green hills of earth. 
 
Thirty years since it was first written and performed, Missa Gaia is one of the 

few Christian pieces that sing of the planet with wonder and beauty. 

 In contrast, after the first cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin travelled into space, 

the Russian anti-religious propaganda declared that they had not found god, 

not seen god. Their conception of god was woefully out of date, was being 

challenged by that very first voyage to the heavens. Yet God’s handiwork was 

all around him and they failed to understand. “In Romans the Creation 

proclaims God’s presence. St. Paul declares that people have no real excuse 

for thinking that God is not real or that God is not really present.  Take a look 

at creation! It reveals God’s eternal power and divine nature.” How can we 

look to the distant stars and galaxies and not stand in awe and wonder? 
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 Humanity may indeed be a destructive species, but we are also 

tremendously gifted and creative; “made in the image of god” we need to 

develop our creative energy. When contemplating the universe story, I am 

reminded of that wonderful verse in Deuteronomy: “I call heaven and earth to 

witness . . . today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 

curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live.”  There 

exist power and force beyond our human comprehension, yet the universe 

moves towards life, it creates life. An erupting volcano may be disruptive to 

our air travel, but volcanoes are the earth breathing; without them, we would 

not survive, we would not be here. “The glory of God is humankind, fully 

alive.” Humanity must harness energy and power as the Divine does—

creatively--to articulate life. God grant us awe and wonder, wisdom and grace 

to do so.  


