
  1 

The Reign of Christ 
St. John’s Church, NF 

Nov. 23, 2014    
A - Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 

 
Well, Happy New Year, people of St. John’s! It’s the advent of a new year for 

all of us on several levels. Today is the last Sunday in the current church year, 

and Advent next Sunday begins a new year. It is most likely that you will have 

a new priest in January 2015, if not before, a new rector for St. John’s, 

Stamford. In January, as well, Eleanor and I will move to another church in the 

diocese that needs an interim priest. Advent is a time of patient waiting. New 

beginnings, indeed! 

 Today’s readings on the Reign of Christ already focus our attention on 

Advent themes. The appointed readings for this day in the three-year 

lectionary cycle present different perspectives on what the Lordship of Jesus 

means, but all of them draw fairly sharp contrasts between the way of life in 

the divine realm and the ways of this world. The three readings today, 

connected around this theme of kingship, raise the larger issue of the kind of 

king Jesus is. From the reading from Ezekiel, understood from the earliest 

days of Christianity to point directly to Jesus, descendent of David, we see 

him as a shepherd intent on gathering sheep scattered by an oppressor, 

healing them, taking them home, and restoring them to their own pastures. In 

Ephesians we hear of him, the crucified and risen one, now ruling over all 
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thrones and powers and dominions. And in Matthew, we see him as judge 

proclaiming the primary criterion for inheriting the kingdom prepared from all 

time by the Father: whether people live his way by truly serving the least of 

all his children. 

 In each case, the world's usual expectations of kingship are turned 

upside down. Rather than staying put and expecting loyal subjects to come to 

the king's castle, this God and King goes looking for them (Ezekiel). Rather 

than achieving his position through acts of violence or narcissism, Jesus is 

enthroned as the crucified one, not by his own ambition, but by God's power 

(Ephesians). Rather than looking for signs of worldly success to determine the 

degree of God's blessing, Jesus looks for whether we have blessed those left 

unblessed by the rest of the world (Matthew).  

 The criteria for the separation of the sheep from the goats was a 

simple yardstick for righteousness also articulated in Micah 6:8: "What does 

the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God?"  Both sheep and goats were judged by their 

responses to those around them who were indigents, strangers, prisoners, or 

those suffering from illness. The familiar conclusion to the scene is that those 

who responded with compassion to the needs of others received an eternal 

reward while those who did not, received eternal punishment. God is very 



  3 

concerned about our responses to the myriad needs around us. In what ways 

can we, as individuals and as a church, respond more faithfully to the cries of 

the indigent, to the ever-increasing numbers of strangers and refugees, and 

to those who are mentally ill? In Jesus' day, the marginalized were easily 

definable: they were those who hungered, who needed clothing, who were 

imprisoned (often falsely), and those who were outside the borders of their 

own family and kin. If we were called upon today to define the least of our 

society, who would they be and what would they need? Perhaps we might 

consider: those suffering from AIDS or Ebola; the increasing number of people 

being persecuted for their faith, Christian and Muslim alike; or the orphans 

from the many wars being waged across the globe. Maybe they are not so 

difficult to find; for example, the elderly or the recently unemployed in our 

communities who will find it increasingly difficult to pay their bills this winter. 

What's happening in the life of this congregation that looks like a shepherd 

going after scattered sheep, healing them, and bringing them home? Where 

do you see Jesus in need? Where do you see the least being cared for? 

All those unlikely places and people are the sources for exalting Jesus as King 

today. They are the signs that he really is as the gospels proclaim, as Paul 

describes, and as the prophets foretold. These are the signs to be seen, the 

good news to give thanks for, the raw materials of our praise in song and art 
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and dance around the Lord's Table this day. 

 The Truth of Jesus, the truth of God's reign, is unchanging and always 

knowable to those who know how to listen for it. As the communities around 

the writer of the gospel of John put it, Truth is the love of God and our love 

of neighbor. It is in the "new commandment" Jesus gave his disciples: "Love 

one another as I have loved you." It is in the letters of John: "Beloved, let us 

love each other, for love is of God, and everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. Whoever does not love has not known God, for God is love"  

(1 John 4: 7-8). It is in the question Jesus keeps asking Peter after the 

resurrection, "Do you love me?" "Do you love me?" (John 21:15-17) For 

Peter or any of us to "feed his sheep," to take on discipleship, to usher in 

God’s realm, this is the crucial question. Look for and listen to the signs of 

God's love active in the world, and you will see and hear the Truth that 

shapes and changes everything. This is the Truth of Christ's kingship, a truth 

that the kings of Israel and of Rome and of our world today, in their self-

serving concern for power and privilege, know nothing about. 

 The stories we will hear in the coming weeks of Advent and at 

Christmastime are not about a spectacular series of miraculous events that 

happened long ago in the past or will happen in some distant time in the 

future; rather, the stories speak always about here and now. They are about 
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God’s dream for a transformed earth, an earth ruled in justice and peace. We 

must contemplate, always, not just during Advent, our role in bringing about 

that transformation. As you prepare to embrace change with a new ministry 

with a new rector, listen carefully for the still small voice of God whispering to 

you what she wants done in this place, in this time. In St. Augustine’s words, 

God without us will not; we without God cannot. We who see the star and 

hear the angels sing at this time of the year, are called to participate in the 

new birth and the new world proclaimed by the images and metaphors of the 

Christmas stories. While we await Christ’s coming, while we await for his reign 

to be fully known, we can continue in the way of Christ, knowing Emmanuel, 

God with us. Our task is clear, his Truth stands before us like a bright star in 

the night sky: justice & compassion are the key markers of our journey 

together along Christ’s Way.  

 


